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THE ALCESTER CHE

KEW UNIONIST CLUB AT ALCESTER.
BY LORD

QFFICIAL OPENIN
HENRY

it has been felt that
T

some ous premises wera
quired ter to provide oppor
tunities e souial intercourse and for
recreation, end so coniribute o the
social life of the town. In the autumn
of last year the matter was taken in
hand seriously by an ambitious com-

mittee, when the property in High Street
known don House, came into the
market. This was purchascd and taken
over by a number of guarantors, who
after much oareful thought and ' w
together with the assistance nf their
architect (Mr. Edwin H. E hiave
grolved the cxcellent prommises, itherio
1o be known as the Alesster Unionist
Club, Ltd. Aldiongh the name of the
ub suggests allegiance to the
Party politically, we believe the inten-
tions o1 the promoters is more gocial
than pnlmclr. However that may ba,
it cannot be denied that Aloester now
possesses a club which for neatness and

H

Captain Eden wished

the club
success, and d

every,
sincerely hoped that

wouid e waglul in_promIoting ths social
as well as the political life of Aleester—
His Lnnlshlp then lienlur?zl

(applause).

e clse who had been
roviding it—(applause).
Major Chance said he did not intend
to make n speech. He desire
heartily to re-coho the wishes expressed
by Lord Henvy Seymour that the club
wonld be successful and be the centre of
soclal and  politieal life n Alosster—

Ison), and ever
instrumental in

of Alcester (Mr. C.
expressed  his  great
esent at that gather-
1 the club would be
iy on the work of the
thie town and neigh-
Lieen told that the
1o good, but he

1z, and he hop
succossful_and
Unionist Party
bourhood. He h
elub would do lim
thought “otherwize, In his opinion a

h was ed in Aleoster, and he
hoped it would go on, be successiul, and
further the Unionist cause us much as

comfort will bear comparizon pplause). that his lordship was ever ready to do
i any other of its size in the Mid| "y yeoponse to an invitation to asy o | Mthing he possibly could in pro-
s,

those responsible for its
provision are heattily o be congratu-
ted on the result achieved.

The main premises are situate in High
Btreet, with entrance  hall
ched from the street. On the left
of this is a spacious billiard room, con-
taining o full size billiard table, replete
with all necessary and modern appurten-|
ances, while to tha right is a neatly fitted
bar and cellar, with a kitehen at the
further end. On the first floor is # large
elub room extending the whole length of
the building. This will be ntflised s a
card and games room, and also for
meetings, lectures, entertainments, et
‘The reading room, or eommitice room,
on the same whera lavatory and
other accommodation s provided. The
carelaker's apartments urs on the floor
above, and comprise liviag Toom,
'lmrmums, lprder, and other d,r-ne-mg

Hotis matler of furnjeure the com
mittee huve very wisely looked to ulility
and comfort rather than gaudiness.
furnishing arrangements were placed ‘in
the Lands of the Aloester Cabinet Works,
ratifying
terations
executed in best
Builders, Ltd.,

under the direction of Mr

The club has been fortunate in secur-
4ng as its first president Colonel Lord
Henry Symour, D.8.0. Park

Hall, o gentlemin Who Is ever ready and

o do anything possible for ihe
Tottonant nd fuller gnjoyment af lifa
by m fellow men. o
ciples of the U nll\m,L l‘1\l!(’ hl?
lordihlg's” ambition s o weld mors
strongly the link that binds the Hertford
family to Alecester, and to maintain the
tradifiony whidh  have. for generations
existed beiween Ragley nnd the €
of Warwick. The club has likew
suppert of the member for the d
{Capt. Anthony Eden,
leading Unioniste of Soutl
shire, while the présent officials are:—
Chn)rnum Mr. W. Isol (reasurer,

o ating rnmm:llep, Massrs. A.
Bayits, 0. Oarvatt, P, Dyson, 7. ° .
T € o B 6, Hunt, L. Tson, A.
GQuiniey, nnd A, . Biawari; secotary,
Mr. G.'T. Hopkine.

The official opening of the Club took
plice on Wednesday evening, and was
an interesting and enjoyable function,
Upwards of sixty enthusisstic members
were present in ihe lorge room, amongst
the cum,;mv u.ﬂs Lord Henry Seymeonr,

2. (pre nt), Major Noel Chanee
(nm prulrlm(), Mr. W. @. Ison (chair-
‘ml.nl. Mr. K. Hawtin {hon. treasurer),

Mr. Hopkins (sectetary), Mr. W.
I wmueu (Conservative Ageni, for the
Warwick and Leaniington Division), t
High Bailift of Alcester (Mr. C. T
Keniston), the Low Baflit (Mr. W. J.
Morris), Mess . Adeock, G.
aines, J. H. ‘Bomfard, J, W. Pisher, C.
(R L C. Forrest, L Ison, C.

A. 5, Ste

5,
A. Hutton, 1I. Dav

, and others.
Mr. W. G. Ison, in opening the pro-
ceedings, suid that he was very pleaser
indeed to ocoupy the position of the first
chairman of the Alcester Unionist Club,
and he conld assure them that the com'
mittee had spent a great deal of time,
thought and labour in thg formation and
getting together of that club. Perhaps
is point it would be weil for him io
tell them something in regard to the
origination of the elub, in connection
with which one gentleman was deserving
of special praise and thanks, this being
their old friend Mr. K. Hawtin, who was
for starting  the
moving—(applause). It was
autumn of last year that Mr. Hawtin in-
formed him that the premises they now
occupied were for sale, and would in his
opinion make a good club. He (the
speaker) agreed with him, and they very
placed the matter in front of certain
gentlemen who expressed their
willingness to hecome quarantors, and
the property wes purchased. They next
approached Lord Henry Seymour - in
regard to the presidency, and he was
pleased to say his lordship readily
assented to the proposal—(applanse)
Following this they commenced to put
the club into shape, and in this con
nection the committee desired to ack-
nowledge the invaluable services that
were rendered by Mr. Whitsed, whose
lI ‘am‘e helpﬂ] them to start the elub
the right lines. They desired also
To express iheir feelings of gratitude
and admiration to Mr. H. Hopkins, the
secretary of the club, for the Committee
believed that in him they possessed an
officer that was sceond to none, He had
carried out his duties in_a perfect
manner, with credit to himself and
satisfaction
committee.
estaalished fact, and it was pleasing to
that on this, the official opening
night, they bad 77 fully paid-up mem-
two honorary members. The
share capital amounted to £727, and the
loan eapital to £275, making a total of
£1,002—(applause). was now his
plu!\ni duty snd privilege to ask Lord
eymour to formally declare the
«<lub open, but before doing so he asked
his lordship's aceeptance of an orchid,
the favourite flower of the late Mr.
Joseph Chamberlain, adding that the
bloom had been grown in Alcester.
Lord Heary Seymour, on rising, was
heartily received, observed that before
declaring the club open he would like to
exprass his thanks to all those who had
n_responsible for its provision, for
had it not been for the public spirit of
he committee that splendid club would
have been in existence that day.
hat at the he
felt somewhat nervous whether or not
elub might run counter to their

‘Conservative Association, but the fact,
that Mr. W. Whitsed was present that'
evening, had given the club his '
blessing, allayed all such fears. He

(Tord Tienry) helieved the clubwould
be A great sucees
started under the best nuspmu

and

the town of Alces 3 & was sorry the
member for the Sivision (Capiain Fden)
was not present that evening. - He had
received a leiter from the Captain,
stating that it was almost impossicle fo
him to get away when the House was
itting. Wednesday, too, was the day for |
foreign questions, ln:i 1l ‘was necessary |
‘hl! |I! should he However, |
I cegrattan . Ustag abseus, |

pre:
ike to wdd a
gratulation to these who had

d  esinblished  the
imed at, wheth
cal, social or anv other w
wen to bave u ral

Party whose principles they had signed |
to maintain. They had Jot to hellua
that those men who had
for the lust two years !.\m.l been d.oi.ny
their very best for the country as a whale,
and he pleaded with those present to
maintain unity and loyalty to their
Party. The only one l!termtwe
Party in :m k.m The Liver
had gone, only |he§uc1=!1lﬂ’uﬂy
1f, mmrnro, |lmy did not maintain the
Conservat! in power they eould
bave nothing else but a Socialist Govern-
ment. They wust work hard for the
next two years in considering their
principles, which were the same to-day
as Iaid down by Disracli many years ago,
namzly support of the Constitution, the
unity pite, and the J.mpnw:n
of 'the cocipsons’ <ot - 1he eople—
{applause). He congratulated them all
on the fornmtion of that club, and he
Imlio\ecl it would e ‘a happy
ai the principles for
Whicls the. mn. was startid applause).
Mr. George Haines proposed a hearty!
vote of thanks to Lord Henry Seymour|
for kindly coming thera that evening to
formally open that elub. They all knew

moting the welfare of their old town—
(applause). He desired also to convey|
the thanks of tho members to Major
Chance and the High and Low Bailifts

the presence thut might—(hear,

. D. Adeock
the propos
hoartily secorded.

had pleasure in
on, which was |

ALCESTER UNIONIST CLUB.

fore wished the clui all suceess, and cx-

d the hope that the principles for
it stoed wonld be achieved,
ie upliolding of the constitution

. for many years, and
a knew the immeoense lue of & club
igrun on thq right lines., He welemed
Drangh of the Con-
There was no
and he belioved

hand in_hand
and

the

| In reply, Lord Henry Seymour said he
was mwore than proud to be the first
president of the Alcester Unionist Club.
Rany of those present would remember
Lia Tate father, and he folt sure that had
Le been alive he would have welcomed
tle club. For that reason, il for na
other, s wos proud ta. bi thelr. st
presiden
fajor C'imm: alse acknowledger, the

voto of thank

The bealth of Lord Henry Eeymcmr
was afierwards drunk with enthusi
wid cordinlity, afier which this' part af
the proceedings terminated.

t more clucs

They wanted a rallying
plnce in Alecster, wiere they could gou
not only in the time of an election, but

a place where commitige meetings could
ba held
Th

ness_transacter.
e all thol was
peei, and he hoped
2 of it would recognise that
d their share to do in the work of
i Unionist cause in
must continue io
v for the principles
Having been the
ve club for some

and other

v
difficulty in obtaining members, but they
must sce that before getting members
they must have men of the right stulf
and see that they were all
servatives. Tf that wero dope e belicved

rere was a great future for it, but he
would respectfully urge upon them the
immense necessity of being loyal to the

The the evening was
devoted to a very excellent musical pro-
grammnie, the provision of which Messrs.

J. Fisher and Widdowson were
responsible. A Birmingham coneert
parly had been engaged, and - their

delightful programme of voeal and in-
strumental music, monologues, humorist
and  vent i entertainments was |
much enjoyed. The artistes who gave of
their best were: Pianoforte solos, Miss
Kathleen Varnon; light comedian, Mr.
Leonard Grice; baritone, Mr. Russell
Bloomer; menologue, Mr. Phil Parkes
ventriloquist entertainer,
wards; voenl entertainer,
ddition to this

humorist and

Mis: ay Edwards. In
programing, community smgmg was
introduced, several popular chornses

National Anthem the formal opening of
e Alcester Unionist Club was brought
close, nao more successful gathering
having neen held in Alcaster for many
years.
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